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I think of the college experience as roots and branches. Your roots – your family, your
community and your heritage – form the strong foundation for both who you are and
who you will become, your branches. Our branches are our goals and our dreams.
Reaching outward and upward, our branches allow us to achieve great and beautiful
things. Here at Highlands, we honor and respect the roots of all of our students and
foster strong and tall branches.
As a Native student, you bring unique roots to the Highlands family: your culture,
traditions and identity. I hope you appreciate how special that is. As New Mexico
Highlands University moves toward its goal of becoming a federally recognized Native
American-Serving Institution, I want to underscore why I feel this endeavor is important. A significant part
of our roots as a university is our diversity.
Our diversity gives us strength. Our diversity nourishes us as a whole. It gives voice to those who have
been silenced and power to viewpoints that have been ignored.
Our mission in academia is pursuit of the truth. How can the truth be revealed through just one perspective?
By building on our diversity, we become a stronger university and create a more engaging environment for
each of our students, faculty and staff. That is my ultimate goal.
Thank you for choosing New Mexico Highlands University. Your experience here is important to me, and I
encourage you to drop by my office in the Rodgers Administration Building to say hello and let me know
how everything’s going.
Sam Minner, President, Highlands University

Hello everyone, hope your semester is going well and you are getting ready for midterms. So far it has
been a busy semester. I was fortunate to travel to Montana this month to attend a 7 day tribal college
circuit. We traveled to 5 tribal community colleges to recruit students. Many of the tribes have
successfully established their own higher education institutions and have created language immersion
programs. We went to Stone Child College, Aaniiih’ Nakota College, Fort Peck College, Chief Dull
Knife College and Little Big Horn College. We were unable to reach Blackfeet College due to a massive
snow storm– the tribe was under a state of emergency and 5’ of snow! Fortunately, everyone was safe.
I will have a table at the Gathering of Nations this year with our NMHU Native
American Queen, Marissa Pasquale and our Native American Club President
Lenaya Martinez. Please come by, introduce yourself and get some NAC swag! I
look forward to visiting with you.
STUDY HARD! MIDTERMS ARE FAST APPROACHING.
THIS IS A CRUCIAL TIME
Julia Geffroy-Lementino 575-613-3822 (cell) 505.4236.2049 (work)

Tribal Tuition Waiver Information
Tribal tuition waivers are available for tribally enrolled students from the following tribes:
- Acoma
- Cochiti
- Isleta
- Jicarilla
- Laguna,
- Mescalero Nation
- Nambe
- Navajo Nation
- Picuris
- Pojoaque
- Sandia
- Santa Ana
- Santo Domingo
- San Felipe
- San Ildefonso
- Taos
- Ysleta del Sur
- Zia
- Zuni

- Jemez
- Okhay Owingeh
- Santa Clara
- Tesuque

If you are an enrolled tribal member, please provide a written request to your tribal education director. You
MUST have a GPA of 2.0 or higher AND be a full-time student (12 hrs undergraduate, 9 hrs. graduate). The
tuition waiver only covers tuition; it does not cover living expenses, housing, fees or summer courses. I highly
encourage you to take advantage of this opportunity.

JOB ANNOUNCEMENTS
Post Masters Program– Los Alamos National Laboratory– Los Alamos, NM
Program Description
The post-master's category of the GRA program offers graduate students the opportunity to participate in the
GRA program after receiving a master's degree. This category applies to those students who have been
awarded a master's degree within the past 3 years, but have not yet been accepted into a second master's
program or a Ph.D. program. Post-masters students may remain in this category for up to one year.
Education
Completion of a Masters degree with a cumulative GPA of at least a 3.2.

https://jobszp1.lanl.gov

Vacancy Number: IRC51573

Outreach/Education- Manager– Maximus– Santa Fe, NM

Employment is contingent upon
contract award.

The outreach manager is responsible for developing and implementing comprehensive communications plans and outreach
materials for the Medicaid population, this includes strategies such as the use of websites as well as electronic, social media and
outbound call and text campaigns. The outreach manager will work with Regional Care Organizations and other stakeholders to
disseminate the necessary information to aid enrollees in making informed Regional Care Organization selections and to facilitate
the resolution of consumer/provider issues. The Outreach Manager ensures that enrollment specialists have the most up to date
information regarding RCO plans and that MAXeb is up to date with the most available plans and provider networks. The
Outreach Manager should have a knowledge of existing organizations that serve the State HHS – Medicaid population,
particularly pregnant women and leverage those organizations to execute a comprehensive and cost-effective outreach strategy.
Education and Experience Requirements:



Bachelors degree from and accredited University

- Experienced communications professional



Experience managing an outreach effort

- Experience developing social media campaigns



Relationships with the State HHS– Medicaid community & other stakeholders serving these communities



Experience developing outreach materials for vulnerable populations, preferably including social media & outbound call and
text campaigns

http://www.maximus.com/careers Select “Current Opportunities”
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Social Work Field Fair Event by Tyrell Morgan
On March 1st, 2017 the School of Social Work held a Field Fair event in the Student Union Building.
During the field fair, there were many agencies from all over the area. Agencies from Taos, Santa Fe,
Albuquerque, and Las Vegas were very informative about their programs. As a social work student, I was
required to talk to as many agencies as I could so that I could secure a field practicum for next semester.
There were students from all different branches of NMHU, some were undergraduate students just like
myself, but there were also Social Workers seeking their Master’s internship. Agencies such as CYFD,

New Mexico Behavioral Health Institute, West Las Vegas Schools, Taos Pueblo, Espanola Schools,
offered plenty of opportunities to seek an internship. Overall the atmosphere was very comfortable and
there were plenty of students that were social. It gave me a view of how interviewing for jobs can be so
competitive– everyone working to get attention of agencies and competing against so many other people.
This was a great experience to get out of my comfort zone and to know myself a little more.
Photos of the Social Work Field Fair, March 1,2017
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NATIVE AMERICAN CLUB UPDATE
In the past month the Native American
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Year. We thank Dr. Moore for her support.
“Dr. Moore is the granddaughter of the late James and
Marguerite Spoonhunter, of 17 Mile Crossing, Wind River,
Wyoming and the daughter of F.R. Spoonhunter. She is an
enrolled member of the Northern Arapaho Tribe and a first
generation Mexican American.”

Indigenous Knowledge Center
The Peoples Center for Indigenous
Knowledges (PCIK) reflects diversity and
inclusivity of peoples, languages, governance,
and culture and is a recent initiative of The
Facundo Valdez School of Social Work (SSW).
“This center offers an exciting opportunity for
our students to participate directly in
responding to major social issues such as
health and mental health that affect
indigenous populations in high numbers.
Another vital element of this center is that
we’re adopting a multidisciplinary format so
that we share knowledge about Indigenous
peoples with our colleagues in other
disciplines at Highlands” (Andrew Israel,
Interim Dean, HU News, Fall 2015).
Social work will create the foundation for the
center, and will expand out to include other
academic and student units in order to
encompass a comprehensive approach to

Early Alerts!!!!
Don’t get on the list!
Early Alerts are being sent out to
students who have low attendance, are
constantly late for class, have poor
academic performance or are
misbehaving in class. I cannot stress
the importance for all students to
attend class. This is your opportunity
to receive a quality education and it is
imperative that you use it to your full
advantage.
The early alert system is there to assist
and support students -whether you are
a undergraduate or graduate. Please
check your student email accounts and
follow through on meeting with your
advisors and professors.
You DO NOT want to reach the end
of the semester to find out you lost
your financial aid, failed a class, are
on probation or even worse cannot
graduate! The early alert system is
there to prevent these situations.
Please check your email messages and
follow the directions provided.
Julia Geffroy-Lementino

Indigenous student recruitment and retention,
curriculum development, knowledge
generation, and responsive community

FYELC 505.454.3189

engagement.

GEAR UP! Peer Mentor Program

We welcome student involvement in all Center
projects.

Gear Up for exams on March 15-17th!
The peer mentors of the FYELC invite students to come
and study together!
Study Sessions : March 10-17th
Felix Martinez Bldg. Rm #150
Mon-Thurs. 8:00am to 8:00pm
Friday 8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Let’s prepare for midterms!
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Introducing the Native American Center Staff

My name is Tyrell Morgan and I come from the Navajo Nation. My
family is in Gallup while I’m here continuing my education at New
Mexico Highlands University. I want to make my family proud and
make a life for myself so I can make some dreams a reality. I am
currently a Junior going for my BSW in Social Work and I can say
that I am really enjoying every opportunity. Despite having to do all
the homework and write papers, it all pays off in the end and leaves
you with a sigh of relief. On my off day’s I like to hang out with
friends, watch some professional sports, attend some Highlands
sports events, go hiking, exercising, play basketball and playing
video games. I also am in the Native American Club and have the
role of being the Vice-President so I’m mildly busy. I’m more of a
sports person if anything because I follow the NFL, NBA, College
Hoops, High School Basketball, so mainly anything that’s
basketball and some football. This pretty much wraps things up but
one more thing about me is that family means the world.

My name is Lenaya Martinez and I am from the pueblo of Ohkay
Owingeh and the Jicarilla Apache Tribe. I am currently a senior
majoring in Criminal Justice and minoring in Native American/
Hispano Studies. I am the first from my family to attend college and
I am proud to say that I will be the first in my family to graduate
from a university come May. I began attending Highlands in the Fall
semester of 2013. I currently hold the position of the Native
American Club President and am also the former 2015-2016 Miss
Native American NMHU Queen. I have many plans for myself after
I graduate, but my primary goal is to work with the juveniles back in
my community so I can help them change their lives around. I
believe that I can positively motivate them so they can do better for
themselves. I also want to help them finish school and eventually
assist them to leave for a higher education institution. Working with
the Native American Center I have familiarized myself with
leadership roles and know that I can make my dreams come true.
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Introducing the Native American Center Staff cont.
My name is Jakob Acosta, and I’m from southern California. I was born
in the city of Pasadena and raised in the city of Covina for most of my
life. I attended Bishop Amat Memorial High School, and graduated May
of last year. I got accepted to New Mexico Highlands University during
my spring semester of high school and firmly decided to come out of state
to attend the University. My major is business administration with an
emphasis in management; I hope to receive my bachelors in four years.
I’m currently working on campus for the Native American Center as a
work study. I live in the Viles & Crimmin dormitory along with three
other roommates. On my free time I enjoy hanging out with friends,
listening to music and playing video games.

My Name is Adolfo Castillo. I am from a small town in San Luis Potosi,
Mexico. My parents brought my siblings and I to the United States when
I was 4. We lived in Houston Texas for 8 years, and then we moved to a
small town in northwest Alabama. There, I finished high school, and
started collage. After my first year in college, my family moved back to
Houston. While I was in Houston I became a U.S. citizen though
naturalization. In Houston I finished my associates degree. Last August I
moved to Las Vegas Mexico. I am currently attending New Mexico
Highlands University to finish my BFA in Interdisciplinary Arts. In my
short time in New Mexico, I have been able to travel around the state and
see the amazing sceneries, people, and traditions. I currently work as
graphic designer in the Native American Center. In this position have
been able to create new designs with Native American, and New
Mexican imagery.

My name is Felisha Patricio. I am from the Pueblo of Acoma, and a
current sophomore at Highlands University pursuing my a bachelor’s
degree in Criminal Justice and minoring in Sociology. I am the first of
my family to go to college and pursue my dreams. My goal is to set
many examples for my 5 younger siblings as they look forward to
going to college in the future. Outside of school my home hobby is
making traditional Acoma pottery. It is what I love to do when I go
home and visit my family. Spending the last 2 years at Las Vegas, New
Mexico has been a huge step for me and my family. I hope to apply my
degree as juvenile probation officer or as a court clerk in the Criminal
Justice court system.
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Welcoming our NEW Native American Center staff:

Delta State

My name is Omovie Patrick Nyore. I am from Delta State Nigeria. I’m a graduate student in educational
leadership and management. I was recently hired to work as a graduate assistant for the Native American
Center. I have a bachelor’s degree in geography and regional planning from the prestigious Delta State
University of Abraka in Nigeria. I am a Christian, have a great passion for music and enjoy playing the
drums. I love engaging in public speaking and meaningful conversation which helps me build rational
thinking and learning from peoples thought. Working with the Native America Center will broaden my
knowledge and increase my understanding of the Indigenous people of America, especially in areas of
languages, tribes, religions and culture. Schooling in New Mexico Highland University has given me an
insight about the people of Las Vegas. Although I am still trying to get use to the food, I feel like I have
made a few adjustments to living in New Mexico. I really don’t like the cold weather in Las Vegas
because in Nigeria the weather is warm all year round. Therefore, trying to adapt to this new weather is
really challenging. I love entertainment and I enjoy planning events. I have big goals while here at
NMHU. One of those goals is to organize a big entertainment event at Highlands University where all the
students, as well as the community of Las Vegas can gather and fully engage with one another.
Brief History and Culture of Delta State Nigeria
Delta State was created on the 27th day of August, 1991 by the military administration of General Ibrahim
Badamonsi Babangida and the state was created from Bendel state. Asaba is the capital of Delta state.
Delta state has 25 political division which are called local government areas, they include: Aniocha North,
Aniocha South, Bomadi, Burutu, Ethiope East, Ethiope West, Ika, North, Ika South, Ndokwa East, Ndokwa
West, Isoko South, Isoko North, Okpe, Oshimili North, Oshimili, South, Patani, Saple, Udu, Ughelli, Ughelli
South, Ukwuani, Warri North, Warri South.
Delta State is an oil and agricultural producing state in Nigeria. The state has a total landmass of 16,8425
square kilometers (6,503sq mi). Ethiope East where I come from in Delta State speaks English and Urohobo
as their major language; they are often referred to as the Urohobo people. The Urohobo people live very
close to the Niger River. Thus most of the history, mythologies and philosophies are water related. We have
an annual fishing festival that includes Masquerades and fishing; swimming contests and dancing are part of
our Urohobo heritage.
For most tribes in Nigeria, certain foods are considered to belong or originate from a
particular tribe, for example, pounded yam and egusi soup is from the Igbos (a
regional area surrounding the Niger River). For the Urohobos there are two major
kinds of food- Ukodo (a yam and unripe plantain dish prepared with either beef/
goat, poultry or fish spiced with lemon grass and potash) and the other one which is
called oghwevri (a kind of soup made with palm oil).
8
Ukodo Stew

3D Discussion Panel

February 16, 2017, NMHU hosted the first of three discussion panels. This first
panel addressed the diverse cultures that NMHU houses and proudly showed
support as we are currently undergoing political change. Five students spoke of
their experiences of what it is like to be a minority student here at NMHU. Among
those five panelists, our very own, Lenaya Martinez, shared her experiences of
being Native American and pursuing a degree in Criminal Justice. Lilia Roman
proudly announced the fact that she is undocumented, educated and unafraid!
Within this first session of the 3D (Diverse, Diversity, Dialogue), students were able
to get their opinions heard and also created some ways to help educate highlands
and the city of Las Vegas about out diverse cultures.
Our next discussion panel will take place March 9, from 4-5:30 in the Student
Union Building (SUB) Ballroom. Please come out and educate yourself about
NMHU’s diverse cultures and help us create ways to make our minority family feel
welcome during this political downfall.
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In-state Internships (New Mexico)


All – Student Volunteer Experience (Summer 2 weeks), National Rifle Association,
Recreational Programs and Ranges Division, Raton, NM
https://yhec.nra.org/



Outdoor Adventure Camp Summer Staff, Glorieta, NM
https://campeagle.org/apply/



All – Summer Management Trainee Internship, Enter pr ise, Santa Fe, NM

https://careers.enterprise.com/job/santa-fe/summer-2017-management-traineeinternship/430/3143164


Computer Science - Information Technology Internship, Mora Valley Community
Health Services, Mora, NM
http://www.mvchs.org/



email: hr@mvchs.org for more information

Health – Summer Research Enhancement Program, Shiprock, NM
http://www.dinecollege.edu/institutes/SREP/srep.php

Going Global
Current students also have free access to GOINGLOBAL, an employment database with
over 16 million internship and job listings, posted daily, throughout the United States and
in 33 countries. All listings can be searched by your industry and/or degree field, company, location, country, and skill keywords. Creating your personal account will also help
you set-up a “job alert” to receive customized job announcements to your preferred email.
http://www.nmhu.edu/career-services/internships-and-summer-jobs/

Résumé Writing Assistance
NMHU offers free resume writing assistance through its Optimal Resume program.
This service is FREE for all Students, Alumni and staff.
http://www.nmhu.edu/career-services/information-for-students/#internships
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Other Internships


American Indian Law Center, Inc.– PRE LAW SUMMER INSTITUTE– Albuquerque, NM
American Indians planning to attend law school for fall semester– Max. 36 participants
Orientation: June 2, 2017 Classes: June 5-21, 2017 Deadline: March 24, 2017
http://www.ailc-inc.org/



Crow Canyon Archaeological Center– COLLEGE FIELD SCHOOL– Cortez, CO
Archaeology field school
College Field School: May 21-June 24, 2017

Deadline: Open until filled

http://www.crowcanyon.org/index.php/programs-for-college-students


University of Arizona– AMERICAN INDIAN LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT INSTITUTE–
Tucson AZ
Session I: June 5-29, 2017

Session II: July 10-14, 2017 Deadline: Check website
Aildi.arizona.edu



US Dept. of Energy– TRIBAL ENERGY PROGRAM– Sandia National Labs– Albuquerque, NM
Tribal Energy Program promotes tribal energy sufficiency, economic development and employment
on tribal lands though the use of renewable energy and energy efficiency technology
12 weeks

Deadline: March 24, 2017

http://www.sandia.gov/careers/index.html Select: “View all jobs” Keyword: tribal energy

Interested in Summer Jobs and Internships?
Check out NMHU Career Services
http://www.nmhu.edu/career-services/internships-and-summer-jobs/
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Upcoming Events/Announcements

ACADEMIC CALENDAR
Mid-term Exams -Wednesday -Saturday- March 15-18, 2017
Spring Break -Monday—Sunday- March 20-25, 2017

STUDY SESSION WEEK
Week of February 27th.
Get prepared for Midterms!
Pass your classes with FLYING colors!

Spring Recess - Friday-Sunday- April 14-15, 2017
Final Exams- Monday-Friday- May 8-12,2017
Commencement- Saturday -May 13, 2017

WRITING LAB HOURS:
Monday –Friday
8:00 am to 6:00 pm
Saturday
10:00 am to 2:00 pm

ARMAS– Tutoring Center
Monday-Thursday
8:00 am to 10:00 pm
Friday
8:00 am to 5:00 pm
Sunday
5:00 pm to 10:00 pm

Native American Scholarships
NM Lottery
American Indian Education Fund

American Indian College Fund
Indian Health Service
Gates Millennium Scholarship
National Society of High School Scholars
Foundation

Cultural Awareness Week– March 27th-31st , 2017
Native American Day March 31, 2017

Association on American Indian Affairs
Notah Begay III Scholarship

Native Lunch & Dinner- SUB Cafeteria
Performances: SUB Atrium, 2:00 to 3:30pm
Singer Jess Mermejo, Picuris

Other Performers to be announced
Pueblo Give Away– SUB Atrium 3:30pm
Smoke Signals Movie– SUB Theater 7:00pm

PLEASE SEND US YOUR INFORMATION! JOB
ANNOUNCEMENTS, INTERSHIPS, ARTICLES,
SCHOLARSHIP OPPORTUNITIES
Please give us feedback!

Native American Center
Felix Martinez Building Room #160
P.O. Box 9000
Las Vegas, New Mexico 87701

Phone: 505.426.2049 (office)
575.613.3822 (cell)
E-mail: nac@nmhu.edu

